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privileges of his order. According to his affectionate
biographer, his person was beautiful, his charity bound*
less, and he had a rare power of affecting his hearers as
a preacher, even hardly less as officiating in the services
of the church. He was accomplished in all the science
of the time, especially in music. Nor did he altogether
decline, or betray any want of capacity for secular
affairs; he had interposed as ambassador in the disputes
between the Empire and the kingdom of France; his
negotiations had maintained the peace between Conrad
and King Eobert.

The Bishop of Toul might tremble at the awful re-
sponsibilities of the papacy.0 As a pilgrim he had
visited year after year the ^tombs of the Apostles; he
knew Eome, he knew how uncongenial was her air to
the German constitution, her manners to the austere
virtue of a severe German prelate. Some natural dread,
some misgivings as to the possibility of a complete re-
form may have mingled with the Christian humility
which shrunk from the glorious burthen. Even after
his reluctant consent, he absolutely refused to owe his
election to the mere will of the Emperor; he would at
the least have the outward show of free consent from
the clergy and people of Rome. This strong hier-
archical feeling was confirmed, it is said, by the refusal
of Hildebrand, whose austere virtue and lofty church-
manship had begun to command notice, to accompany
to Eome a Pope, chosen by the uncanonical appoint-
ment of a layman. In the strong language of Hilde-
brand, it was to appear as an apostate, not as an
apostle.* Had it been suggested by no loftier motive,

0 There   is  a  recent   prolix,   and . (Maintz, 1851).    It contains, I think,
somewhat feeble biography of Leo IX.,  nothing new.
by a zealous Roman Catholic. Hiinkler |     * Bonizo, apud <Eftl, ii, p. 83. Com